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The Can Changed the World
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A World without a Can Opener
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Everything can be put in a Can
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Brands where created by the Can
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Cans and Cars created modern 
Tourism
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The Can Evolution
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Beverages Enters the Scene
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Away from home 
Consumtion
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Canned Specially for use at 
Home and on Outings
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Iconic Brands in Cans
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Line Extensions in Cans
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Product Differentiation
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The Can as an Icon pack
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Global Success

Rigid Metal Packaging – all types: 2014

US                                         200 billion

Europe                                   175 billion

Asia                                       120 billion

Rest of the world                     90 billion

TOTAL:                                               585 billion
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What is needed for a 
Sustainable Success

It will depend on how well we 
position the Metal Can with all 

stakeholders in society 
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Why Metal Packaging Europe

Metal Packaging Europe was created because we 
believe that as an unified sector we can contribute 
more effectively to sustainable development by 
involving all parties in the chain.
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Establish metal packaging as a 
recognized and valuable contributor to 
sustainability in public policy and 
through the supply chain.  

VISION



Metal Packaging Position

• Infinite recycling not well recognized –
downcycling has the same legal status

• Permanent material not recognized –
renewable and biodegradable materials 
preferred

• Recycled content in a specific container –
brings no environmental benefit for metals. 
Focus should be on recycling rate to avoid the 
need for virgin material.
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The landscape in which we operate

Material categories are polarized
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Non 
Permanent 
Material spiral

Permanent Material Loop

END OF LIFE

Material
management cycle
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Renewability is not a relevant criterion for 
metal given its permanent nature
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Metals Recycles Forever

It is misleading to equate mining of metal 
with depletion of the earth´s resources.

Metals are elements and cannot be destroyed 
– a permanently available material.  
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Responsible Mining
A positive story with the relevant facts needs to 
be more visible. We should not let NGO:s tell a 
negative emotional story on land use and wildlife 
in danger. 
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Recycling Society

Metal Packaging Europe support the concept of 
zero waste to landfill and belive in fostering a 
recycling society by engaging all stakeholders.

The vision is to have 100%  of metal packaging 
recycled and we have set 80% as a target for 
2020  
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Success!

When metals are fully recognized as permanent 
materials with infinite recycling possibilities, 
preserving virgin metal qualities and with 
unlimited availability for future generations.
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Success with Brands

When metal packaging is essential in the packaging 
mix because:

• It bings consumer value and loyalty

•Supports the brand image on quality and 
reliability.

• Helps building confidence in brand image on 
resource efficiency and sustainability.
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Success with Consumers

When consumer research tells us:

• that products in metal packaging are percieved 
as safe, attractive and gives value for money.

• that metal packaging recycles forever and will be 
around to also serve their children, grandchildren 
and future generations- logo to engage consumers
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Success with Science and 
Standards community

When Permanent material is recognized and 
defined in ISO and CEN standards.

When LCA methodology advise recycling credits to 
the recycled product for metals.
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Success with NGO:s

When we lobby for common objectives:

• Decoupling market growth from resource use.

• Realize the potential of a true recycling society

• No metal packaging should go to landfill.

• Keep all metal packaging in the material loop.

• Focus on recycling rate – not recycled content.
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Success with Policymakers
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From ”non renewable” to Permanent.

When the concept of Permanent Material is fully 
recognized and supported in EU legislation as 
relevant and essential to EU objectives and 
strategies on sustainability and resource 
conservation.



EU Economical and Social 
Committee

“In the same way as re-use (on the product level), multiple 

recycling (on the material level) saves primary raw materials, 

energy consumption and greenhouse gas emissions. The revision 

of the waste package now offers a unique opportunity to embrace 

the principle of multiple recycling for permanent materials”.
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EU Economical and Social 
Committee

”The revision of the waste package offers a unique opportunity 

to embrace the principle of multiple recycling in order to 

stimulate resource efficiency. Multiple recycling occurs when 

materials do not degrade structurally in the recycling process, 

i.e. for permanent materials, but can be reintroduced over and 

over again to reinforce the circular economy, ensuring that 

functional materials are not wasted or lost in incineration or 

landfill. As such permanent materials are an asset available to 

society forever.”
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A Game Changer

“Doing more with less is not always the best way: E.g. heavier 

mono-material may be better than lighter multi-material that can 

only be incinerated. “Today it is no longer about resource 

efficiency but keeping materials in the loop as long as possible”

.“End-of-pipe perspective is no longer good enough. There is a 

need to refocus on product design to tackle environmental issues. 

We need to come up with a game changer”.

Mr. Helmut Maurer Senior EU-Official
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Metal is Forever

What is more sustainable than 
permanent ?
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Joris Nachtergaele
New Secretary General MPE

Joris has been Director External Affairs of Metal 
Packaging Europe since 2012. 

He previously served as Deputy Managing Director of 
APEAL.

Prior to APEAL, Joris has acquired an in-depth 
knowledge of the European political and decision-
making processes and as a legal advisor to the Belgian 
Government.
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